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Action  for  Boston  Community  Development 


The  Good  Housekeeping  Project,  sponsored 
by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
and  Action  for  Boston  Community 
Development,  paid  forty-six  teen-agers 
from  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester  to  do 
a  job  last  summer. 

"There  are  vacant  lots  in  Washington  Park 
that  have  become  junkyards.  Your  job  is 
to  clean  them  up." 


Their  target  was  nineteen  sites  within  the 
Washington  Park  Urban  Renewal  Area 
that  had  been  cleared  and  waited  now  for 
development. 

From  July  5  to  August  27,  it  was  the  hot, 
hard,  dirty  work  of  these  teen-agers  to 
clean  out  broken  bottles,  shreds  of 
buildings,  abandoned  cars  with  windshields 
smashed  and  chrome  stripped,  tatters  of 
furniture,  torn  mattresses,  rusted  bed 
springs,  open  refrigerators,  thick  weeds, 
beer  cans,  last  year's  and  yesterday's 
newspapers. 


THE  TOOLS  for  the  job 

were  forty  14  and  15  year  old  teen-agers 
and  six  college-aged  supervisors  —  all  from 
Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester, 

wearing  work  gloves  and  old  clothes,  using 
rakes,  picks,  shovels,  brooms,  and  grass 
cutters, 

picking  up  junk,  filling  wheel  barrows  and 
dumpsters,  painting  fire  hydrants,  watering 
young  trees  — 

all  to  the  sound  of  a  portable  record  player. 

"We  work  like  dogs." 

"These  kids  have  never  worked  before  and 
you  can't  push  them  too  hard.  Time  and 
patience  are  needed." 


THE  KIDS 

"I  look  at  pride  in  doing  this  work. 
You  go  to  other  towns  and  see  their  clean 
streets,  then  you  come  back  here  and  you 
think  that  you  ought  to  have  the  same  thing, 
so  you  want  to  clean  up." 

"One  of  the  reasons  that  I  like  the  program 
is  that  it's  a  way  of  making  friends,  and 
the  money." 

"Most  of  us  would  not  have  anything  else 
to  do  this  summer,  and  this  work  keeps  us 
out  of  trouble.  I  am  proud  of  this  work." 


THE  TRIPS 

Museum  of  Science,  Peabody  Museum  at 
Harvard,  John  Hancock  Building  Tower, 
U.S.S.  Constitution,  Bunker  Hill  Monument, 
Boston  Globe,  Radio  Station  W.I.L.D. 
appearing  on  "Action  1090,"  Coca  Cola 
Bottling  Company,  Nantasket  Beach,  Picnic 
at  Houghton's  Pond  sponsored  by  the 
Second  Church  in  West  Newton. 

"Aside  from  having  work  to  get  done,  we 
have  to  make  allowances  for  the  fact  that 
these  kids  are  fourteen  and  fifteen  years 
old,  and  sometimes  they  would  rather  play 
than  work." 

"They  look  forward  to  the  trips.  Without 
this  break  during  the  hot  weeks,  their 
morale  would  not  be  so  high." 


When  the  summer  was  over,  the  kids  in  the 
Good  Housekeeping  Program  knew  that  it 
had  not  been  wasted. 

THE  RESULTS 

Nineteen  large  lots  made  up  of  ninety-five 
parcels  of  land  were  cleared  of  nine 
hundred  cubic  yards  of  trash 

Two  hundred  young  trees  planted  this 
spring  by  the  Parks  Department  were 
systematically  watered  during  the  hot,  dry 
weeks  of  the  summer 


Thirty-five  abandoned  cars  were  contracted 
to  be  towed  away 

Three  hundred  fire  hydrants  were  painted 

Three  large  vacant  sites  were  fenced  off 
with  a  mile  and  a  half  of  chain  link  fence 

Crews  worked  to  prepare  the  surfaces 
of  two  tot  lots 

Good  Housekeeping  funds  were  used  to 
build  two  tot  lots  and  one  basketball  court. 
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